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Abstract: In the context of rural revitalization, the effective use of rural resources has received a lot of
attention. China’s rural areas are currently facing a significant number of empty and idle school buildings
due to aging infrastructure and low birth rates. With the State’s support, the exchange of capital and

talents between urban and rural areas is more intensive, which also allows for more diversified reuse of idle
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school buildings. This study takes typical domestic cases and draws on international experience to analyze
the development and utilization characteristics of idle school buildings. Through thematic analysis, the
study identifies the types and characteristics of rural idle school buildings reuse with Chinese characteris-
tics, based on case studies and China’s demographic structure. There are four categories: education and
training, residential and leisure, public service and commercial entertainment. Finally, these four applica-
tion scenarios are compared and summarized to provide design suggestions and theoretical references for
the reuse of rural idle school buildings.

Key words: idle school buildings in villages; population structure; building reuse; type and characteristics
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